The paper in this publication meets the minimum requirements of American National Standard Now (1875) , turns on a monstrous railroad scheme and a conti nental financier, allowing the author to display the layers of hypocrisy in the pretensions of birthright, capital wealth, and political power. The rail road world also acts as the mise-en-scene of Emile Zola's La bete humaine (1890), a setting that credibly intertwines murder, corrupt justice, and politi cal manipulation. The final scene of a runaway train evinces Zola's view of humanity's helplessness in the face of vast industrial power. And when, in the aftermath of the 1873 stock-market crash, German politicians needed a figure to absorb the public fury over stock swindles, the preeminent choice was the German railroad magnate Bethel Henry Strousberg, whose collapsed railroad empire symbolized the unscrupulous greed of the modern age. Whether in fic tion or in actual deed, the politics of building railroads gripped the minds of nineteenth-century Europeans. The unprecedented share capital, the magni tude of profit, and the interpenetration of railroad capitalism with state power and ruling elites did indeed change "the way we live now."
The current work, too, examines the politics of making money in the rail road industry. Centering on the relationship of railroad entrepreneurs with the Prussian state during the industry's critical phase of growth and consoli dation, this study presents how a capitalist economy was established within a political system stamped by Prussian conservatism. It provides a new view of business politics by exploring the political practices of railroad business men, who, in their aim to profit from Germany's largest industrial sector, both struggled against and cooperated with the Prussian state. The business poli tics of the railroad industry played a critical role in German political culture, state building, and bourgeois civil society. For this reason, as the introductory chapter will make clear, this political history of business elites contributes to a number of current discussions. By cutting across the customary bound aries of business, economic, and political history, this book illuminates how business elites' search for a "mutual accommodation" between capital and political authority affected the political development of the Prussian-German nation-state.
This study consists of eight chapters. The opening chapter poses the prob lem and presents the historiographical context. I have endeavored to provide ix x • Preface an informative overview for readers not conversant with the problem of Ger man exceptionalism or with the influential works that have framed the dis cussions of nineteenth-century political economy. In providing access to this well-developed body of literature for scholars not specializing in German his tory, this study hopes to sharpen future comparative studies on entrepreneurs and statebuilding. Chapters 2, 3, and 7 are narrative chapters that provide a chronological analysis of government-business relations over forty years. Chapters 4, 5, and 6 are thematic chapters, focusing on specific issues of rail road politics regarding government regulation, joint-stock banking, and state railroad finance. The final chapter offers a synoptic conclusion, while briefly discussing the ramifications of railroad nationalization in 1879. The book sur veys railroad politics throughout Prussia but devotes substantial attention to the Rhineland owing to available repositories of private railroad companies.
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